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JUNE 19
NEWDIGATE, THE BLESSED SEBASTIAN, CARTHUSIAN,
MARTYR
0-1537)
THE father of this, one of the fellow-sufferers with the Blessed Humphrey
Middlemore and William Exmew, was John Newdigate, King's Serjeant
(at law), and Lord of the manor of Harefield, Middlesex. His wife was
Amphelys Nevill. Of their seventeen children, Sebastian had he chosen
to go with the tide, would, no doubt, have arrived at much worldly dis-
tinction, for after leaving Cambridge, he went to Court, and became a
great favourite. He married, and had a daughter whom he named Am-
phelys, after his mother. Beyond these meagre statements, we know
next to nothing of his early life. Judging by the few details that have
come to hand, we may be justified in supposing that Sebastian was a
character very like that of Saint Gabriel Possenti (1838-1862), whose
life appears in this Supplement,1 a youth, full of spirit, gay and modish,
yet all the while conscious of a call to a great and holy destiny, Sebastian's
wife died early, and possibly this sorrow may have had its share in revealing
to him the full meaning of that word " transient," which is so indelibly
written across the face of all sublunary things. This may have been so,
but certainly the great and sinister change that came over the King (Henry
VIII) about 1522, gave the young and highly-endowed gentleman-in-
waiting furiously to think. Reports of the pagan delights which the spirit
of the Renaissance had made the vogue at Whitehall, as in other high places
throughout Europe, reached the ears of Lady Robert Dormer, Sebastian's
sister, who had married Sir Robert Dormer of Wenge. She apparently
came to see her brother to warn "him of the moral perils of the Court,
when he said to his sister, " what shall you say if the next news you hear
of me shall be that I am entered to be a monk in the Charterhouse ? " "A
monk! " exclaimed the now astonished sister, who with true family blunt-
ness added: " I should be less surprised to see thee hanged! " The lady
was to see both eventualities come to passl
Not long after this, the courtier-brother exchanged the "spacious
days " of Whitehall, Eltham, and Hampton Court, for the solitude of the
London Chartreuse. The same sister, who had expressed so much scepti-
cism as to her brother's religious call, was still convinced that the whole
idea was " impossible/' for she again came to town to advise the Prior
not to admit one who must before long be rejected as having no vocation.
She got the second great surprise of her life when the Prior, the saintly
1 See May 31.